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“Padre Bill”
It is with great sadness that we write of the passing of Chaplain William
John Houston on Monday, March 11, 2019. As each of you know, Bill was a
corner stone of the Vandenberg Chapter of the Military Order of The World
Wars and the Central California Coast Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America. At virtually every luncheon, meeting, event or fund
raiser, Bill set the social and moral air of the occasion, while always being
the first to tell a relevant joke or a light-hearted story.
Memorial services will be held for CDR William J. Houston, USN on April 6th
at 11:00 AM, at the Estrella Warbirds Museum located at 4251 Dry Creek
Rd. Paso Robles, CA 93446. Finally, there will be a “Celebration of ‘Padre
Bill’s’ Life”, on Friday, April 12th, at 11:30 AM at the Madonna Inn in San Luis
Obispo. This will be a combined luncheon meeting of Vandenberg Chapter
of the MOWW and the Central California Coast of the MOAA. Members of all
local military organizations and the public are welcome to participate. Reservations are required NLT April 8 by close of business.
Bill’s full biography, as published in the San Luis Obispo Tribune, is provided on
page 5 herewith.

Major Jim Murphy at 805-528-7565 or
jlmurphy@calpoly.edu
LTC Lou Stout 805-994-7051 home 925-570-4093 mobile or
louisstout35@gmail.com
For MOAA Members contact: David Brandmeyer 714-287-7601
or david.brandmeyer.com

Commander’s Message: LTC Louis Stout
At our 20 March luncheon meeting of the Military Order of the World War’s
Capt. Pete Peppers, USA (Ret) presented a program on the “Central Coast
Veterans Helping Veterans and the Mentor Coordination for the Veterans
Treatment Court”. Pete is President of Veterans Helping Veterans and lead
Mentor Coordinator for the Veterans Treatment Court. He helps vets in a
variety of ways, most recently providing free assisted living services for
homebound vets until they can qualify for Aid and Assistance from the VA.
Capt. Pepers spent eight years in the Army, serving two tours in Vietnam
with the 101st Airborne Division where he was a combat commander (platoon leader and rifle company commander) and during his tours he earned
the Silver Star which is the third highest award for valor after the Medal of
Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross (or Navy Cross)..
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The Mission of the Central Coast Veterans Helping Veterans (CCVHV), is organized to assist the estimated 45,000 veterans residing in San Luis Opispo County,
Northern Santa Barbara and Southern Monterey Counties.
Many of these veterans have encountered a variety of problems in transitioning from
military service to a fully productive life as civilians.
The primary focus of the CCVHV is helping veterans who are participating in the
SLO County Veterans Treatment Court established in 2013. We have initiated
and currently operate a robust mentoring program to help these veterans.
It is our belief that there is an under-served population that needs Mentors: homeless and at-risk veterans and those veterans in the county jail that would benefit from
advocacy and assistance. It is the goal of CCVHV to identify those veterans, determine the military experience that prevents community integration, such as post-traumatic stress syndrome (PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), and assist them in
receiving the help they need to recover from that experience.
CCVHV mentors as advocates, identifying and coordinating existing services, and
when needed supplementing those efforts to help veterans return to our community
as productive citizens.

JR VICE COMMANDER, LT (Jg) Joe Brocato USN
For the past five years, our Chapter has organized events to honor the Service of Veterans from WW II to the present. To
date, at six such events, we have honored over 900 Veterans with over 2,000 family members and friends in attendance.
This year’s event will probably be the last hurrah for some. Since our first Tribute event in 2014, more that we care to
count have passed on. It will be a great opportunity to be in the company of what remains of the “Greatest Generation.”
These events, which included a luncheon and tangible tokens of appreciation, were underwritten by our organizing group
and donors.
On 19 March 2019, we honored 22 WW II Veterans at the Second Annual WW II Veterans Luncheon at the San Luis
Obispo Country Club.
Since last year, we have lost three of the ten attending at that time.
Some notable Veterans attending:
•

Three Iwo Jima Veterans, two with Purple Heart Medals received for wounds on Iwo Jima;

•

A 100-year-old Fighter Pilot (SDB Dauntless Dive Bomber, and F6F Hellcat) with 22 combat missions in the
Solomon Islands. Edward Monteath is a retired Navy Captain;

•

A 98-year-old Fighter Pilot who flew combat missions in Europe and China. Flew with Claire Chenault and the
“Flying Tigers.” Harry Moyer still flies his own plane; and

•

CMSgt Albert L. Findley, Jr., USAF (Ret), at the time an Airman who was a POW in German Prison Camps.

Theirs are stories worth telling.

19 March 2019; 11:00 AM -2:00 PM

Sergeant-At-Arms Remarks: MAJ Jim Murphy, USMC (Ret)
The Department of Defense has had a long standing policy of assigning military officers as inspectors at critical manufacturing facilities. Some years ago, at the Lockheed plant in Burbank, an Air Force major noticed that some of the assemblers would often install parts incorrectly, leading so some significant recalls to correct the problem. He reasoned
“that if a part could be installed incorrectly, someone would install it incorrectly. “ This officer’s name was (no relation)
was Murphy and his finding led to the very first “Murphy’s Law”, something that has stood the test of time and has generated a multitude of variations, including a 365 page edition of an annual calendar! Keep this in mind as you ponder
the following “Anything that can go wrong will go wrong”. I feel certain as well that most of us, both in the service and
in civilian experiences, can relate:
continued on page 4

Laws of Project Management
1.

No major project is ever installed on time, within budget or with the same staff that started it. Yours will not be the first.

2.

Projects progress quickly until they become 90% complete, then they remain at 90% complete for an indefinite period of time.

3.

One advantage of fuzzy project objectives is that they let you avoid the embarrassment of estimating the corresponding costs.

4.

When things are going well, something will go wrong. When things can’t get worse, they will. When things appear to be going better,
you have overlooked something.

5.

If project content is allowed to change freely, the rate of change will exceed the rate of progress.

6.

NO system is ever completely debugged. Attempts to debug a system inevitability introduce new bugs that are even harder to find.

7.

A carelessly planned project will take three times longer to complete than expected; a carefully planned project will take only twice
as long.

8.

Project teams detest progress reporting because it vividly manifests their lack of progress.

Adjutant: MAJ Jim Murphy, USMC (Ret)
Going through old papers, I came across an interesting paragraph in Dr. John Opdycke’s book Harper’s English Grammar.
“Gender is that difference or distinction made among nouns and pronouns (no other part of speech has gender) that indicates whether they signify male sex, female sex, either sex, or neither sex. Nouns signifying male
sex are called masculine, as boy, James, landlord, horse; those signifying female sex are called feminine, as
girl, Julia, landlady, mare; those signifying either sex are called common or indeterminate in gender, as assistant, buyer, citizen, driver, friend, helper, lawyer, listener, monarch, relative, worker; those signifying absence
of sex, or sexlessness, are called neuter, as chair, desk, fear, fund, share, trip, wagon, zeal. It is important to
remember that the terms masculine, feminine, indeterminate, neuter belong to the idea of gender, not to the
idea of sex.”
Later Dr. Opdycke says “In the time of Shakespeare the (feminine) forms were much more extended than
they are now.” He cites many examples of then common feminines, then says “But now, happily, we say
chairman…postmistress.” I need to answer further: We seem to basically have removed any specific use of
feminine words such as “actress”, and now almost exclusively render any words as masculine. I know there
are some who try to be correct, but it seems as they are now in the minority as we bend to political correctness.
Harper’s English Grammar was last copywrited 1965. My, how times have changed!

Chaplains Corner, James Murphy
Forward Day by Day
John 8:31-32: Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; and you will know the truth and the truth will make you free.”
On the wall by my computer is a sign that says, “Speak the truth but leave immediately thereafter.”
Speaking the truth surely buys Jesus serious trouble. As soon as he tells the crowds following him that the
truth will make them free, they insist they don’t need freeing, shouting that they are the children of Abraham
and of God---and that Jesus is probably a Samaritan possessed by the demon!
It is an uncomfortable truth Jesus offers: Everyone who commits is a slave to sin. We don’t want to admit the
truth of our reality; like an addict, we claim “we can quit anytime we want.” But Jesus knows the whole and
entire truth, and only he can set us free from it.
Can we accept this truth---that we need freeing?

“Padre Bill”

Published in
San Luis Obispo
County Tribune
on Mar.23, 2019

It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of William (Bill) John Houston Jr on Monday March 11,
2019. He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and a beloved member of the Central Coast community.
He was preceded to glory by his first wife of 57 years, Mary Houston. He is survived by his second wife of almost 4 years, Glennis, his son David and his wife Dawn, his daughter Lisa and her husband Marion, and his two
grandchildren, Abigail and Sam Houston. He was born September 3, 1931 in Fort Worth, Texas to William John
Houston Sr. and Wilma Simmons Houston. Bill spent his young years in Seattle, WA, Aplos, CA., and Washington DC, which is where he graduated from Roosevelt High School. Bill attended George Washington University
in Washington DC. It was here, in Washington DC, that he met and married Mary in 1965. After Bill graduated
from GW University the newlyweds moved to Durham, North Carolina where he attended seminary followed by
a return to GW to earn his MA in religious studies. With a desire to continue with his education, he received his
Doctorate in Theology from Boston University in the early 80’s. Together, Bill and Mary built a wonderful life raising their two children, serving their country and communities together. For the past 4 years, Bill and Glennis lived
in Templeton together enjoying new restaurants and vacation spots and Bill introduced Glennis to his love of the
SLO Symphony, the Scottish Society and The Estrella Warbirds Museum. As many know, Bill always had a heart
to serve his country. At a young age, he convinced his parents into signing the release form and proceeded to
run off to join the Merchant Marines! Before going to college he served in the Army for 3 years. Counter Intelligence at the Pentagon. He then chose to follow his academic studies, and in 1966 he joined the Navy and went
on active duty as their Chaplain. He served 2 tours of duty in Vietnam. First from 1967 to 1968, he served with
the Marines during the TET Offensive. After that, he rerurned for a scond tour to Vietnam serving on a destroyer.
After Vietnam, Bill continued his career with the Navy, moving with his family around the United States and even
abroad for a tour in Sicily, Italy and Okinawa, Japan. He retired from the Navy in 1986 and he and Mary took up
residence on the Central Coast in Cayucos, Califronia at the property which has been in his family since the early
1950’s and in Templeton, California at the house that he and Mary lived in toward the end of both of their lives.
For the past 30 years Bill has been active in the community, always excited to participate in Veterans events,
parades and social groups. He was honored to be included in local events like the “Blessing of the Fleet” and the
“Lost at Sea” services. He was an active participant in groups like the Military Order of the World Wars, Military
Officers Association of America and the American Leagion. Bill will be remembered by so many near and far. He
was that guy you ran into at a restaurant or in the park while wearing his veteran’s hat, he would give you a pat on
the back, a thumbs up and say “Go Navy” with a big smile on his face. Services will be held on April 6 at 11am, at
the Estrella Warbirds Museum located at 4251 Dry Creek Rd., Paso Robles, CA 93445. In lieu of flowers please
donate to the “Navy Marine Corps Relief Society”. You can go to their website nmcrs.org to donate or mail in a
check in Bill’s memory to 875 N. Randolph St. Suite 225, Arlington, VA 22203.

MOWW Preamble
To cherish the memories and associations of the World Wars waged for humanity;
To inculcate and stimulate love of our country and flag;
To promote and further patriotic education in our nation;
Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the honor, integrity, and supremacy of
our national goverment and the Constitution of the United States;
To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the armed forces;
To promote the cultivation of military, naval, and air science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable policy of national security for the United States of America;
To acquire and preserve records of individual services;
To encourage and assist in the holding of commemorations and the establishment of
memorials of the World Wars; and
To transmit all these ideals to posterity; under God and for our country, we unite to
establish ...
The Military Order of the World Wars.

Sat. April 6 - Bill Houston
Celebration of Life,
Estrella Warbirds Museum
Fri. April 12 - MOWW/MOAA
Celebration of Life,
Madonna Inn. SLO
Wed. May 1 - MOWW EXCOM
Elks Club. SLO
Wed. May 15 - MOWW Luncheon
(tentative) Elks Club, SLO
Sat. May 25 - MOAA/MOWW BBQ
Atascadero (TBD)

Mark Your Calendar
Address correction requested
GEN Hoyt S. Vandenberg Chapter
Military Order of World Wars
Executive Committee
108 Indio Drive
Shell Beach, CA 93449

