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Chapter Luncheon
The Chapter Luncheon on June 19th will be focused entirely on the recognition of Boy Scout Troop 51 of Atascadero. They have assumed the
responsibility of maintaining the American and Betsy Ross flags that fly at
our American Heritage Monument in Atascadero. This includes changing
the flags when they become weather torn, cleaning the flags when needed, and lowering the flags to half-mast at the appropriate times. The Chapter does provide the new flags but their support is more than appreciated,
and very much needed!
The troop will also lead some discussion of what they do as a troop, some
of their current and recent projects, and a few of the boys will share what
scouting means to them. This is our last meeting of the summer and a
nice turnout would be a good way to also show our Chapter’s support to
scouting. See Scouts changing our flags to half-mast on page 5 of this
newsletter.
Major Jim Murphy at 805-528-7565 or
jlmurphy@calpoly.edu
LTC Lou Stout 805-994-7051 home 925-570-4093 mobile or
louisstout35@gmail.com
For MOAA Members contact: David Brandmeyer 714-287-7601
or david.brandmeyer.com
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ROTC Awards Ceremony

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
LTC Col Angel Ortiz
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Capt Richard Hathcock, USA (ret)

Mailing Address:
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93449

The Cal Poly ROTC will be conducting their annual cadet recognition
and awards ceremony on June 6, 2019, 1500 to 1700, at the Dexter
patio, next to the Campus ROTC building. Both MOAA and MOWW will
be awarding citations and medals to Distinguished Cadets. The commissioning of graduating cadets will take place on 15 June at 1730 at the
Cal Poly Spanos Theater. Please let me know if you would like to attend.
continued on page 2

MOWW MAY 2019 MEETING
This meeting was focused on our recognition of Law Enforcement which took place on the 15th of may which
was National Peace Officers Memorial Day (and our flags at the American Heritage Monument were at halfstaff).
Marni Barton Special Agent with the FBI was the officer being recognized for her many accomplishments.
She was accompanied by Supervisory Senior Resident Agent Charles (Chip) Kincaid. Jim Voge, the Undersheriff for San Luis Obispo County, LTC Dan Dow, San Luis Obispo County District Attorney, and Dennis
Falasco, Pastor of 1st Presbyterian Church in San Luis were also guests in attendance.
LTC Dan Dow was presented with an MOWW Perpetual Membership recognition at the start of the meeting.
Undersheriff Voge and Agent Kincaid both underscored the excellent cooperation between the FBI and the
local law enforcement and how well they work together.
Agent Marni Barton is a graduate of Paso Robles high school and has an accounting degree from Cal Poly.
She joined the FBI following 911 and is a fifteen-year veteran with experience in the San Francisco and
Los Angeles field offices. Her diligence as a member of the Santa Maria Resident agency has successfully
identified investigations in excess of $100 million in fraud related scams. Recently her work resulted in complaints against subjects in India related to a fraudulent international “romance” scam. That scheme had an
impact of $8 million on the Central Coast.
Both the FBI as well as our local DA office under Dan Dow have a victim assistance program for those
caught in any of the many schemes in existence. Both Marni and agent Charles pointed out the FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center (https://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx ) and would like anyone caught in a scam to
report it immediately. This site also gives internet crime prevention tips.
Agent Marni was presented with a special award recognizing her many achievements and she also received
the coveted Bravo Zulu Award.
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LOST AT SEA CEREMONY
27MAY2019

The Cayucos Lost at Sea Memorial Committee conducted the 18th annual Lost at Sea Ceremony on Memorial
Day at the Cayucos Pier. The Ceremony begins at 1500 hours with 6 bells, rung on a World War II ship’s bell
mounted on the permanent granite memorial located on the Pier Plaza. Following opening remarks, the flag is
lowered to half-mast for the National Anthem. A brief explanation of the meaning of Memorial Day and the reason for the Lost at Sea Ceremony is presented, followed by several segments to honor civilian and military lost
at sea, military recognition, POW/MIA remembrances, and music provided by brass instruments, bagpipes,
and chorale music by the Cuesta Concord Chorus. This year the Chorus performed “Normandy” which is a
special piece composed for their journey to the site of the D-Day landings. They sang that piece in October
for a combined meeting of MOWW and MOAA, and will sing it this year on the Fourth of July to commemorate
the 75th Anniversary of the invasion of Europe by Allied Forces. We also had a tribute for Commander Bill
Houston, who participated at the beginning in 2002, and only missed a ceremony if he was hospitalized, CDR
Houston will be greatly missed by many people in many walks of life.
The Ceremony concluded with a march out onto the pier where a wreath is passed for all to touch in remembrance of someone lost at sea. The wreath is then honored, blessed, and tossed into the sea. A rifle salute,
TAPS, and “Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes brings the pier portion of the ceremony to a close. AT 1600
hours, a Missing Man fly-by performed by the Estrella Warbird Museum gives extra meaning to honor those
lost at sea. In spite of the predicted gale force winds, the planes flew over right on time. The wind provided a
challenge for the flag bearers, and required chin straps to be lowered. As Chairman of the Lost at Sea Committee, I am told every year that this was the best ceremony ever. Some years, I agree with that assessment,
and other years, I do not. This year, I think we had the best Ceremony to date.

Adjutant: MAJ Jim Murphy, USMC (Ret)
We are about to enter that magic time in our organization when we’ll have to opportunity to reflect on what
we’ve done these past few months, and what we can look forward to in the Fall: July and August are “quiet” or
“dark” for MOWW. Many know last year I stayed close to home to be with my son who was dying. So this year
I’ll be off for an extended motor trip in my small RV. I am blessed with many friends and a few kinfolk across
this great country so have alerted them to expect me! I know some will consider just sticking close to home is
a kind of vacation, and having lived in San Luis Obispo for many, many years, I can appreciate this concept!
Whether you relax over the summer or make a trip, remember to keep your many friends in both MOWW and
MOAA in your thoughts! Our next regular meeting after June will be in September, specifically the 18th, so mark
your calendars!

Sergeant-At-Arms Remarks: MAJ Jim Murphy, USMC (Ret)
I sent a submission earlier but think this may be more applicable in view of the 75th anniversary of Operation
Overlord.
On June 5, 1944 American paratroopers loaded aboard C-47 (D-3) aircraft departed England for the largest
such operation in history. They jumped and landed in the early morning hours of June 6. We have all read and
saw with great interest the good and bad of those landings. In addition, there were many gliders being towed
by C-47s as they carried other troops, supplies and equipment.
Then after days of delay due to the weather, the order to “land the landing force” was given. It was more than
two years in planning, and the detail was beyond comprehension. Over 150,000 American, British, Canadian
and Australian troops came ashore on 5 separate beaches on the coast of Normandy, France. The carnage
was unbelievable! The amphibious tanks, for the most part, never made it to shore. Many troops, weighed
down with equipment, stepped off landing craft and sank and drowned.
continued on page 4

The stories of heroism are lengthy. President Theodore Roosevelt’s son, a brigadier general, was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his actions that day. Space and time doesn’t allow me to go into any more specifics, but I
would strongly encourage anyone who ever has the opportunity to visit the Eisenhower Home and Museum
in Abilene Kansas to do so. You will marvel at the model displays depicting the equipment and such that were
designed, built and constructed just for this operation! I know you will be hearing, reading and seeing much
more in the coming weeks as we honor and celebrate this anniversary date!
Youth Leadership Conference

Following a long-standing service to our youth, Joe
Brocato, Dave Brandmeyer and Jim Murphy conducted a half-day youth leadership conference attended by
32 Grizzly Academy students. As in the past, the conference was held at Camp San Luis Obispo. Joe led
off with an outstanding video presentation reflecting on
the heroism of our servicemen, primarily in WWII. He
concluded his session by reflecting on the thousands of
Americans buried in cemeteries, primarily in Europe.
Dave Brandmeyer followed with a very impressive presentation on goals and objectives. He impressed the
students with the practical applications of this concept.
Jim Murphy followed with a discussion on our free enterprise system of capitalism and compared our form
of government to some others around the world. He
then issued the book “Famous Patriotic Speeches” and
alerted the tables of what would be expected of each
as they studied an assigned speech. Jim then followed
with a brief presentation on critical factors of leadership
wherein he related some personal experiences to reinforce his ideas of leadership. Next, each table spoke
about the assigned speech, the conditions under which
it was presented and how that speech is relevant to
today. In concluding the session, every student was
asked to complete an evaluation of the morning. Jim
then ended the morning with a reading of “That Ragged
Old Flag.” Later, in reviewing the evaluations, the students with a small exception, were extremely positive
concerning what they received from each presenter
and specifically thanked us for sharing with them.

Chaplains Corner, James Murphy
A man can no more diminish God’s glory by refusing to worship Him than a lunatic can put out the sun by
scribbling the word “darkness” a wall.
This most beautiful system of the Sun, Planet and Comets could only proceed from the counsel and dominion
of an intelligent and powerful being.
The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy is to go outside, somewhere where they can be
quiet, along with the heavens, nature and God. Because only then does one feel that all is as it should be and
that God wishes to see people happy, amidst the simple beauty of nature. Amen!

FLAG ALERT
American Flags to be Flown at Half Staff to Honor the Victims
of the tragedy in Virginia Beach, VA. Flags at Half-Staff until
sunset on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Our nation grieves with those
affected by the tragic shooting at the Virginia Beach Municipal
Center in Virginia Beach, Virginia. See write up page 1.

MOWW Preamble
To cherish the memories and associations of the World Wars waged for humanity;
To inculcate and stimulate love of our country and flag;
To promote and further patriotic education in our nation;
Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the honor, integrity, and supremacy of
our national goverment and the Constitution of the United States;
To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the armed forces;
To promote the cultivation of military, naval, and air science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable policy of national security for the United States of America;
To acquire and preserve records of individual services;
To encourage and assist in the holding of commemorations and the establishment of
memorials of the World Wars; and
To transmit all these ideals to posterity; under God and for our country, we unite to
establish ...
The Military Order of the World Wars.

Wed. June 19th 11:30 - LUNCHEON
Elks Club , SLO
We are dark for July & August
Happy Summer
Wed. June 12th 9:30 - EXCOM
Elks Club, SLO

Mark Your Calendar
Address correction requested
GEN Hoyt S. Vandenberg Chapter
Military Order of World Wars
Executive Committee
108 Indio Drive
Shell Beach, CA 93449

